How to apply for a protection order:
Fill out an application for the protection order. You are called the applicant
and the person you accuse of abusing you is called the respondent. The
form to be used is printed at the back of the Domestic Violence Act (Form
2). In the application/form you must give :
§
your name
§
your address
§
the respondent’s name
§
the respondent’s address
§
details of how you and the respondent are associated
§
details of the conduct you complain of
File the application (s.17)
File the application at the Magistrates Court Registry (s. 17) in your district.
Get a hearing date (s. 20)
The Court staff will fix a hearing date that falls within 7 days of your filing
of the application.
Serve the application (s.21)
The application and notice of hearing date must be served on the
respondent. You don’t have to serve it yourself, you can get someone to
serve it for you.
Go to court for the hearing:
On the hearing date the Magistrate will read your application and any
documents the respondent has filed. You may explain your case and give
your evidence verbally or in writing in an affidavit (s 23). If you have to tell
your story in court you will not have to do it in public, the hearing is in
camera and the Magistrate will get everyone who is not involved to leave
the courtroom. (s.18) If the respondent does not come to court the case
can go on without them, or the court may issue an arrest warrant for them
(s.25). Depending on the case it may take more than one hearing.
What must you prove: Section 5
You must prove on a balance of probabilities (that it is more likely than
not) that the respondent has done the acts you complain of. If you have
any medical evidence of injury to you bring it to court.
What the Magistrate considers:
Your health, safety and well being is the most important consideration. In
deciding what orders to make the Magistrate will also consider your
accommodation and maintenance needs, the respondent’s income and
responsibilities, and any other relevant circumstances such as any
hardship that might be caused if the order is made.

FORM 2
APPLICATION FOR PROTECTION ORDER/ INTERIM PROECTION ORDER
IN THE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT MAGISTRATE”S COURT
I............................................................................. (Name of applicant)
of.......................................................................... (Address)
hereby apply under section 5 of the Domestic Violence Act, 1996 for a
Protection Order/Interim Protection Order to be made by the
Magistrate of the district against
............................................................................. (name of respondent)
who is ..................................................................... (specify relationship
to the named respondent) and who resides at
.......................................................... (specify address of respondent)
in respect of the following conduct - ………………………………………………
(specify details of alleged conduct)
................................................
Applicant
Dated the ......... day of ...........................................202.......

Where to get help:
You can get help to apply for a protection order from:

§

Attorneys-at-Law
The Legal Aid Clinic – Maraj Building, Charlotte Street,
Georgetown: call/text 664-4126, 623-5586, 600-3971.
Legal Aid Clinic – Berbice: call/text 665-1396, 600-4122.
Legal Aid – Essequibo: call/text 664-5838, 600-4123.
Legal Aid – Linden: call/text 444-6920, 679-9047.
Help and Shelter: Homestretch Avenue, Durban Park,
Georgetown, Tel: 225-4731, 227-8353
Red Thread: 72 Princess St, Georgetown, Tel: 227-7010

§

Ministry Human Services & Social Security –

§
§
§
§
§
§

Domestic Violence hotline - Tel : 914
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PROTECTION FROM

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
No one should hit you, intimidate you, harass you, or
threaten you with violence. Your health, safety, and
well-being is protected by law.
If someone is hitting, intimidating, harassing or
threatening you or a child in your household, or if you
fear they will harm you or the child, you may ask the
court to (1) order them to not to hit you, intimidate
you, harass you, or threaten you with violence, and to
(2) order them to stay away from you, from the
house, and from any place you are usually found.
The law relating to applications for protection from
Domestic Violence is set out in The Domestic Violence
Act, Chapter 11:09, Laws of Guyana.
This factsheet tells you about the law relating to
domestic violence, and how to apply for a protection
order. It gives general information only and does not
take the place of legal advice.

What can the court order?

What is domestic violence?

Who can you get an order against?

Your health, safety, and well-being is protected by law. People
you associate with are not entitled harm you or threaten you
with harm. Acts that are domestic violence include:

You can get a protection order stopping someone you ‘associate’
with from inflicting any of those acts of domestic violence on you.
Someone you ‘associate’ with includes a person :
• you are married to
• you were married to
• you have a sexual relationship with
• you had a sexual relationship with in the past
• you live in the same household with
• you used to live with
• you are related to
• you are currently engaged to be married to
• you were engaged to be married to
• is the parent, the adopted parent, or grandparent of your
child or adopted child

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

hitting you
threatening to hit or physically hurt you
raping you– (s. 3 Sexual Offences Act -this includes any
penetration without consent)
constantly verbally abusing you or using abusive language
watching your home, work, school or premises you are at
persistently texting and calling you against your wishes
deliberately damaging or destroying your belongings
limiting your access to and use of your belongings or hiding
them
intimidating you by repeatedly doing and saying things to
put undue pressure on you
constantly doing and saying things to dishonour, discredit,
or scorn you
limiting your access to food or rest
limiting your access to your children
preventing you from spending time with your family or
friends
drugging you or forcing you to take a drug

Who can apply for the protection order?

The Domestic Violence Act, Section 4

You, or a police officer, or a social worker can apply for an order
to protect you, or any child (under 18) who resides in the
household.
Anyone, whether female, male, LGBTQ, old or young, can apply
to protect themself. A person younger than 16 may apply to
protect themselves if the court feels they have sufficient
understanding.

After you get an order :
After the order is made:
The respondent must obey the order as soon as they know of it.
They will know of it at court if they are present when the order is
made, or if they did not come to court, as soon as they are served
with a copy of the order.
What happens if the respondent does not obey the order:
IT IS A CRIME NOT TO OBEY AN ORDER. The police have the power
to arrest any person who is breaching a protection order, or
harming you or anyone in your household, even before you get a
protection order (s.33). When you get a protection order if the
respondent harms you or tries to harm you or breaches the order
in any way at all, they may be arrested, prosecuted, fined up to
ten thousand dollars and jailed for up to a year (s.32).
Duration of orders :
A protection, occupation or tenancy order lasts for as long as the
court directs (s. 29) You or the respondent may apply to vary or
revoke the order (s 30). if someone applies to revoke or vary it, a
copy of that application must be served on you. In deciding
whether or not to revoke or vary the order the Magistrate will
look at how best to protect your or the child’s health, safety and
well-being.

PROTECTION ORDER (sections 5 & 6)
The Court may make a protection order that may:
§ stop the abuser from being on premises where you live, work,
or go to school, or frequent
§ stop the abuser being in your neighbourhood
§ stop the abuser from engaging in the harmful conduct
§ stop the respondent from harassing you or psychologically
abusing you
§ stop the abuser, and anyone on their behalf from contacting,
calling, and messaging you
§ directing the abuser to contribute to maintain you or the
person you are protecting
§ direct who has custody of any child
§ stop the abuser from taking personal property you need to
use
§ direct the abuser to return your personal property to you
§ direct the abuser to get counselling or therapy
OCCUPATION ORDER (sections 8 & 9)
The court may make an occupation order granting you the right to
live in the household residence, and stopping the abuser from
living there, if the court finds that it is necessary for your or the
child’s protection.
TENANCY ORDER (sections 11 & 12)
If the household residence is a rented and the abuser is the tenant,
the court may order that you are to be the tenant of the dwelling
house instead of the abuser. The court will give notice to the
landlord/owner before making this order.
OTHER ORDERS (section 15)
The court may also order that you have the custody and use of any
furniture, household appliances and effects that you need .
INTERIM ORDERS FOR URGENT SITUATIONS (section 5 & 27)
If your situation is urgent and you need a protection order right
away the court can make an interim protection or occupancy order
even before the respondent is served. This happens when its
necessary to ensure your or the child’s safety. That interim order
can only last for 14 days maximum (s 29(4) unless continued by the
Magistrate. The interim order will specify an early hearing date to
decide whether it should continue, be discharged or another order
be made its place (s. 27).

